
COVID Response and why we  
do what we do



Web page changes



Web page changes





We are Santa Rosa Not Okaloosa and Not
Escambia…..but they receive the same guidance



Okaloosa’s Guidance



• Chapter 252, Florida Statutes:
• Allows Governor’s powers during state of emergency.
• 252.36 Emergency management powers of the Governor.—

• (1)(a) The Governor is responsible for meeting the dangers presented to this  
state and its people by emergencies. In the event of an emergency beyond local  
control, the Governor, or, in the Governor’s absence, her or his successor as  
provided by law, may assume direct operational control over all or any part of the  
emergency management functions within this state, and she or he shall have the  
power through proper process of law to carry out the provisions of this section.  
The Governor is authorized to delegate such powers as she or he may deem  
prudent.

• (b) Pursuant to the authority vested in her or him under paragraph (a), the 
Governor may issue executive orders, proclamations, and rules and may amend  
or rescind them. Such executive orders, proclamations, and rules shall have the  
force and effect of law.





INCIDENT COMMANDER

• The incident commander is the person responsible for all aspects of  
an emergency response; including quickly
developing incident objectives, managing all incident operations,  
application of resources as well as responsibility for all persons
involved.



Florida Surgeon General/INCIDENT  
COMMANDER

• State Surgeon General Scott A Rivkees, M.D.
• Dr. Scott A. Rivkees, Florida’s Surgeon General, is focused on protecting, promoting and

improving the health of everyone who calls Florida home. As Surgeon General, Dr. Rivkees
also serves as state health officer for the Florida Department of Health. In this capacity, he
oversees the operations of the state health office in Tallahassee, 67 county health
departments, 22 area offices for the Division of Children’s Medical Services, 12 regional
offices for the Division of Medical Quality Assurance, nine area offices for the Division of
Disability Determinations and three public health laboratories.

• Dr. Rivkees has committed his career to building a culture of health that can help each adult  
and child in Florida live a long and healthy life.

• Before his tenure as Florida’s Surgeon General, Dr. Rivkees served as chair of the
department of pediatrics at the University of Florida College of Medicine and physician-in-
chief of UF Health Shands Children’s Hospital, part of UF Health Shands Hospital and the
University of Florida’s Academic Health Center. He also served as academic chair of
pediatrics at Orlando Health and the University of Florida College of Medicine pediatric
chair at Studer Family Children’s Hospital at Sacred Heart in Pensacola.





MITIGATION EXAMPLES FOR CAUSES OF  
MORTALITY IN CHILDREN

Vehicle Crashes
https://www.flhsmv.gov/driver-licenses-id-cards/licensing-
requirements-teens-graduated-driver-license-laws-driving-curfews/

https://www.flhsmv.gov/driver-licenses-id-cards/licensing-requirements-teens-graduated-driver-license-laws-driving-curfews/


MITIGATION EXAMPLES FOR CAUSES OF  
MORTALITY IN CHILDREN

• Unintentional Drownings
• http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_St 

atute&URL=0500-0599/0515/0515.html

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_St


MITIGATION EXAMPLES FOR CAUSES OF  
MORTALITY IN CHILDREN

• Suicides
• http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_St 

atute&Search_String=&URL=0000-
0099/0014/Sections/0014.2019.html

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_St


THE STATE OF FLORIDA BIOLOGICAL INCIDENT  
ANNEX



381.0011 Duties and powers of the  
Department of Health

(1) Assess the public health status and needs of the state.
(2)Administer and enforce laws and rules relating to sanitation, control of  
communicable diseases, illnesses and hazards to health among humans and from  
animals to humans, and the general health of the people of the state.
(3)Coordinate with federal, state, and local officials for the prevention and  
suppression of communicable and other diseases, illnesses, injuries, and hazards to  
human health.
(4)Provide for a thorough investigation and study of the incidence, causes, modes of
propagation and transmission, and means of prevention, control, and cure of diseases,
illnesses, and hazards to human health.
(5)Provide for the dissemination of information to the public relative to the  
prevention, control, and cure of diseases, illnesses, and hazards to human health.
(6) Act as registrar of vital statistics.
(7)Manage and coordinate emergency preparedness and disaster response functions  
to: investigate and control the spread of disease;



Section 381.0012, F.S. Enforcement authority

(1) The department may commence and maintain all proper and necessary  
actions and proceedings to enforce the rules adopted pursuant to this  
chapter and may defend all actions and proceedings involving the  
department’s powers and duties.
(3) The department may commence and maintain all proper and necessary  
actions and proceedings to compel the performance of any act specifically  
required of any person, officer, or board by any law of this state relating to  
public health.
(5) It shall be the duty of every state and county attorney, sheriff, police  
officer, and other appropriate city and county officials upon request to assist  
the department or any of its agents in enforcing the state health laws and  
the rules adopted under this chapter.



Section 381.00315, F.S. Public health advisories;  
public health emergencies; isolation and  

quarantines
• The State Health Officer is responsible for declaring public health  

emergencies, issuing public health advisories, and ordering isolation  
or quarantines.(1) As used in this section, the term:(a) “Isolation”  
means the separation of an individual who is reasonably believed to  
be infected with a communicable disease from individuals who are  
not infected, to prevent the possible spread of the disease.



Continued…

• (c) “Public health emergency” means any occurrence, or threat thereof,
whether natural or manmade, which results or may result in substantial  
injury or harm to the public health from infectious disease, chemical
agents, nuclear agents, biological toxins, or situations involving mass  
casualties or natural disasters. Before declaring a public health emergency,  
the State Health Officer shall, to the extent possible, consult with the  
Governor and shall notify the Chief of Domestic Security. The declaration of  
a public health emergency shall continue until the State Health Officer  
finds that the threat or danger has been dealt with to the extent that the  
emergency conditions no longer exist and he or she terminates the  
declaration. However, a declaration of a public health emergency may not  
continue for longer than 60 days unless the Governor concurs in the  
renewal of the declaration. The State Health Officer, upon declaration of a  
public health emergency, may take actions that are necessary to protect  
the public health.



Continued…

• 4. Ordering an individual to be examined, tested, vaccinated, treated,  
isolated, or quarantined for communicable diseases that have significant  
morbidity or mortality and present a severe danger to public health.  
Individuals who are unable or unwilling to be examined, tested, vaccinated,  
or treated for reasons of health, religion, or conscience may be subjected  
to isolation or quarantine.

• a. Examination, testing, vaccination, or treatment may be performed by
any qualified person authorized by the State Health Officer.

• b. If the individual poses a danger to the public health, the State Health
Officer may subject the individual to isolation or quarantine. If there is no
practical method to isolate or quarantine the individual, the State Health
Officer may use any means necessary to vaccinate or treat the individual.



WHY WAS BIOLOGICAL ANNEX WRITTEN

• Biological Incident Characteristics 1. Naturally-occurring Disease  
Outbreaks a. Emerging – Caused by newly identified species or strains  
of disease for which there may be no human immunity. b.  
Reemerging – Caused by a disease agent that was previously  
controlled or eradicated, but has been reintroduced.

• 3. Transmissibility a. Communicable – Transmissible from person-to-
person via contact, respiration, and/or ingestion of disease causing  
agent. b. Non-communicable – Cannot be transmitted from person-
toperson. c. Vector-borne – Transmitted through a disease vector  
(animal or arthropod) such as an insect (i.e., mosquito, flea)













THIS WEEK
559 students excluded due to close contact with a positive case. This is  
about 1.9% of our student body. We do this so that we can keep 98% of  
our students healthy and in school.

The real danger is keeping staff working as they are at higher risk with  
comorbidities. No teachers, no school.

This week we are excluding many students who participated in  
hurricane parties with COVID Positive students.

This is a community problem not a school problem, we have to deal  
with the hand we are dealt.



MY PROMISE TO YOU

• We will continue to make mistakes
• We will try to learn from those mistakes
• We will improve processes/protocols where we can
• We will not make everyone happy
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