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Santa Rosa County District Grant Synopsis

Submitted by: Charlene Mauro, Director, Navarre Beach Marine Science Station

Name of Grant, Contract or Memorandum of Agreement:

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Environmental Education Local Grant #EPA-EE-20-04
“Empowering Students to Take Action: Aquatic Care Team (ACT)”

___Continuation Grant Update Grant _X New Grant

“Empowering Students to Take Action: Aquatic Care Team (ACT)”: Water quality restoration efforts will
need baseline information to compare the effectiveness of implementation to measure success; however, few
data are available on existing water quality and ecological indices in Santa Rosa Sound at Navarre. To fill
this gap, ACT students will use standardized methods to measure environmental variables of habitat and
water quality and create a long-term record for this region. Data will be stored in the Gulf Coast Ocean
Observation (GCOQS) database. Using GIS, students will create StoryMaps for public outreach. Fifty high
schoolers, dual-enrolled in Pensacola State College courses at the Navarre Beach Marine Science Station,
will work with investigators and experts in water quality from the University of West Florida (UWF) to
make their findings, which will incorporate ocean literacy principles aligned to Florida Sunshine State
Standards. The experience will give students the background knowledge needed to make informed
decisions, suggest solutions, and communicate issues to local residents and policy makers leading to
watershed protection in Santa Rosa County.

Category of Funds:
X ___ Federal* State Local Refer to Project Details

*Federal through the state.
Fund Function Object Project Center Program

Funds required from the school board: YES X NO

If yes, amount required: $




